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"El Grito de Caguana" 

Identity Conflict in Puerto Rico 

ROSALINA DIAZ 

dav July 24, 2005, in the small town of Orocovis on th C .b 
on sun /' . . . . e an -

Late d ofBoriken (Puerto Rico), Tamo activist and elder Nan·iki R 
, islan . eyes 

bean. 
1 

ked out on her organic farm at El Caney de! Quinto Mundo th 
~~~ I ' e 

, center she had founded. The sun began to set behind the moun-
}earning I d N · ki' l · . fthe Cordillera Centra, an am s ong, silver-gray hair captured 

tains 
O 

ys of the sunlight as it completely disappeared beyond the hori­
the last ra 

• iki. slowly entered her home to gather the food, personal and cer-
zon Nan ' 

· . i ·terns she knew she would need for the days ahead. She had been 
ernon1a 1 . . . 

. 11 day to purify her spmt fo r the upcoming ritual and as she drove 
~~ a ' 

t 
"ard the Caguana Ceremonial Center in Utuado, she felt strong in 

west 01, 

heart and mind. Naniki arrived at nightfall at a previously designated meet-

. lace and was joined by Elba Anacaona Lugo, Taina Rosado Guatibiri 
ingp ' 

B and Juana Griselle Martinez Prieto. Under the light of the summer aez, 
moon, the corn pan ions traversed the "ancestral pathways" to enter the site 

unobserved, as they had done on countless other nights over a period of 

decades. They set up an encampment in the Caguana Ceremonial Plaza and 

proceeded to perform their customary ritual observances. 

Toe following morning, security guards preparing to open the center to 

the public were confronted with the sight of the Tai no encampment. They 

took 110 immediate action-perhaps because they were at a loss as to how 

to explain to their superiors how the group had entered the ceremonial 

center during their watch. Instead, the guards opened the park to visitors 

as was their usual practice and waited. As closing time approached, they 

asked Naniki and her fellow Tai no activists to take down their encampment 

and hammocks and vacate the site. They refused. The group asserted that 

on this day, July 25, the anniversary of the constitution of Puerto Rico, they 
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were reclaiming Caguana in the name of their Tai no ancest 
ors, the . 

builders of the ce_remo~ial site. Thei~ message was clear: "End the ;r1&ina1 

tion and desecration of our sanctuaries and sacred places ou e5truc. 
. ' r archeol . sites, our coaibays [cemeteries], our ancestral remains our sa d 0&1ca1 

• ere fu 
and ceremonial objects, and our ceremonial centers-nowi" (U . nerary 

federation ofTaino People [UCTPI 2005a). The guards, ag~in atni;ed Con. 

how to proceed, discussed the situation and called their super· a oss as to 
ior, the 

administrator. This action sparked an occupation and hunge . Park 
. r stnk~ th would last for 17 days and would mvolve some of the most powerf at 

R. · · 1·t· 1 Th -r · • ul forces in the Puerto 1can soc10po 1 1ca arena. e 1amos encarnprn 
. ent and th response it engendered would bring to the fore issues regard · e 

. ing Puert Rican identity that had long lam dormant and unchallenged. 0 

IDENTITY, SPACE, AND HERITAGE 

Like any artifact, the structuring of space can express the ide . 
nttty of th 

individual or group who uses and shapes it. Both natural elerne t e 
n s-geo 

raphy, topography, plant and animal life-and constructed feat g-
. . ures, such 

as monuments, bu1ldmgs, pathways, are formed by action and rn 
emory to 

create a "lived landscape" (Jones 2005:235). These spaces embod 
. . . Y group 

memory and 1dent1ty yet are contmually altered over time as these th· 
· · b h " h " € mgs shift Landscape 1s ot a touc stone 1or remembering (O'Keeffe 

2016
:
6 

and a canvas for identity production. In the postcolonial heritage context) 

space can be a site of identity contestation, serving as the locus for negotiat'. 

ing the dissonance between colonial and indigenous identities. 

At the root of the conflict at the Caguana Ceremonial Center are is­

sues of space, identity, and heritage resulting from a lengthy and complex 

colonial history. The island was colonized by the Spanish between the late 

fifteenth and late nineteenth centuries. One day after independence from 

Spain, Puerto Rico was tragically recolonized by the United States as booty 

of the Spanish American War. The wealthy descendants of the Spanish col­

onizers, faced with nationalist revolts and cultural annihilation, founded 

the Institute for Puerto Rican Culture (ICP), charged with defining and 

disseminating the "constituent elements of Puerto Rico's identity:• As part 

of this program, the ICP renovated Spanish cultural sites on the island, lay­

ing claim to Caguana almost as an afterthought. 

Caguana, which stands on a plateau 80 feet ahove a river, is surrounded 

by ancient standing stone slabs and petroglyphs. Ancestral pathways lead 

to a ceremonial plaza where the Taino assemble to enact their seasonal 

--~ ~ 
"El C.n10 Je CaguJnJ' ldtntit , . . 

} { <1nl11(1 l" LI, , 
.. . •"10 ~ 

!CP the site is a museum- the rdic of 
1 ,...o rhe a ong-dead 

1JJs. 
1 heir own ancestors conquc:rcd and sub· 1nd1g 

rill lture t . Jugated-h 
O

us cu endants, the site embodies the living b h' Ut to the 
(n desc , reat ing d 
dioen°05 

,... . 0 This center stands as it does beca _ h ' en unng 
,n II f rhe ia1n . . . . . . u,e t e Taina 

iril c1 d _ keeping 1t cleansed of visitors' rubh· h cared 
sP , deca e~. is , protectin h 

t
. r it 1or f m wearing away. and preserving the s . . gt e 
o hs ro . p1ntual pur 

0 etrogl)'P h ugh ritual practices and observances Alth h P 5t' of 
p terl ro . . . oug the ICP n 
thecen -· t , fo r many years, it has mcreasingly regulat d h , e-

d the sI e . . . . e t e Cent ' 
alecte . Taino access and mscnbing modern Hi· · ers 
!i' tricung • span1c concept10 
use, res R' an identity onto the landscape and built en ,· . ns 

erto ic . . \ Ironment. Ca-
of pu . ·1e of contemporary identi ty production for both th T . 

a 1s a si ·a . e amo and 
guall d in radically dwenng conceptions of the past Th 

1 JCP base • e andscape 
th~ ' the locus of conflict over heritage presentation 

become • ' contemporarr 
h3S . fthe islands past and modern Puerto Rican ident·tv 
narrauves o 1 , • 

111£ SITE ,.\ 
SA SOURCE OF IDENTITY 

. 
1 

d of Puerto Rico is situated between the Atlantic Ocean 
I 

h 
The 1s an o t e 

d the Caribbean Sea to the south, strategically located at ti 
north an 1e entrv 

the Caribbean. It is the smallest and easternmost of the G 1 · oint to . . . · rea er 
~11tilles, which also mclud_es the ? om1mcan Republic/Haiti, Jamaica, and 

Cuba. Puerto Rico and : dia~ent islands constitute 3,435 square miles, 110 
miles east to west and .>5 miles north to south. Its land cover is ,·ariable 

(
4
0% central high mountains, 35% karst foothills, and 25% narrow coastal 

plain). The central mountain range (La Cordillera Central) has peaks over 

4,000 feet high and can receive up to 200 mches of rainfall annually. These 

mountain peaks can be seen from every part of the island. There are 50 

rivers on the island and hundreds of streams. The Caguana Ceremonial 

Center sits in the Cordillera Central in the Tanama River Valley (Map ll.l}. 

One of the original excavators, Mason (1941:212-213), described the site 

as follows: 

From the Tanama River two ravines extend inward which are dry 

in rainless seasons but carry off the surplus water in times of rain 

Though probably a quarter mile apart at their mouths the upper 

reaches of the ravines converge until, at a point about a quarter mile 

from the river they leave between them a narrow deck of land not 

more than 30 feet in width at the top and gently sloping to the bot­

tom of three ravines some 40 feet below. A roughly triangular piece 
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ofland 1, th\1$ nearh c1rcum<cn~. endns1n!.! ahout 6 
h h . . ' " Clr 7 .icr,s 

ne~u l) 1~ cl ground, at ,1 Ci& t ot po~ 11',,r ~(l t~t .ibovc ti 0n 
1e n,cr 0 

pr.icth:all) c, ery s1Je the J.e<ceol 1s st~p · ri 

h 1955 the s.unc H '.'J J UlJt Puerto Rico \ \".1S gmnted rnmni•> 
· · ' ""e-,ilth 

the i>ut·r1o Ria n !eg1sl.tture pmeJ Law 69, ,, h1ch created ti . >l.itu.1, 
. ( " ) • ie ln\ta de Cultur.l PucrtonquenJ ( I ..- to conserve, promott' en . h UtQ 

' rte .inu d 
semm.ite the culturJJ , .1lues of tht' pueblo of Puerto Rico .ind b 11 

. ring abo 
their broJJN and most protounJ k~o1~·lc<lge and .ippre1:i.ition• (Oa Ut 

199- .39 Lu~ \ hrno, :',!Jnn. Puerto R1cos hr~t elected govcrno VJl.1 
. . . r, appointed 

Dr Ri.:.irJo A leg. nJ to the position of director of the new I>· m.iug 
, urated ICp 

Shorth there.ilter. the ICP purchased the Caguana site and c 
ommenetd 

minirtUI reno, atton~, including the construction of a ~mall mu 
. . seum and 

p.irkmg lot Durt11g mr m lt to the site m 1994, I saw human bodi . 

duding tho~ oi 10 infant, exhibited in this museum with no id ~f· ~-
. . enti Ytng 

information, and no md1Cat1on as to where the bodies had been unearthed. 

When I returned years later, the bodies were gone, and there is no e' 
. . . r 1ercnce 

to the mound or any bodies or mortuary Items m the official 1992" ti· 
.,a onaJ 

R~is!er oflfatoric Places (NRHP) registration form (Puerto Rico Histonc 

Pr?servation Office [PRSHPO] 1992). 

Once acquired, claimed, and inventoried by the ICP, Caguana was, 

and has remained, relatively unknown and neglected. Since the ongmaJ 

reno,-ations, the only work done on the actual site has been the penodic 

.\tap 11.J \1ap of Puerto Rico showing the location of Caguana. From the Caguana Ctr· 

emorual Ball Couns Site :--a11onal Register of H1stonc Place Registration Form, p.10 2, 

Deputment of the Interior, :--attonal Park Service. 

............ 

"El l,ntu dt Cig.1anJ
0

, ldtnm,· Cooa.t m Putrt,, ~ "\l !.\\ 

. ·n two to three years) of the petroglrphs .1ml the afo,nmenr of 
fl~ ( t H ::, 

,1,·.1111 J n, , wnc: sJJbs . .i\t prl')ent th.: only plan for the sirr 1s to con~truct 

hJ ,t,lll 
1 ~ 1· . l I d I lk t • , ditches to ( i\"ert t oo, watt-rs. ,1n grave wa ·ways to facili tate 

JrJJnJ!:\
t" 

bility. Junng the miny se:ison. Thi~ apparent d1sregarJ for the 
rist rttO • , 

toU . ·ompont'nt or Puerto Ric.in culture and history e."temnlines one 
Ji enous c . . . . r 

1n S f the process ot hegemonic cultural murnpt1bt1on ,111J (Ontrol nee. 
r,(•Ct O 'I , 

.!Sr for the n.it ion-bu1 ding proJeCt. 
es,.1rY 

king of heritage 1s a polit ical process. Cert,un places m.1,· be 
~~ . . . . 

O
r:ited 1nto sancttoned views of the national heritage while 

incorp • 

h may be st'en as a threat to the N:\lionnl imaginary and are sup-
ot ers ' . . . 

d or obliterated. . . It 1s not simply that hentage places S}111• 
presse . 
bohze certain values and b~liefs, but that the very transformation of 

these places into heritage 1s a process whereby identity is defined. 

debated, and contested and where social orders are challenged or re­

produced. (Karp 1992:5) 

,'\(cording to Nanik! Reyes Ocasio (personal communication 2012) (Fig­

ure ! I.I), during the years that Caguana lay ignored by the ICP, the people 

of Utuado and the adjoining regions reconnected with their indigenous 

patrimony via the ceremonial center. Many, as child.ren, had been told by 

arents md grandparents that they were descended from the indigenous 

:opulation, and so they willingly embraced th.is space as the embodiment 

and physical evidence of this suppressed aspect of their cultural identity. 

During the period beginning in the 1960s and 1970s, it was the locals who 

maintained the site, cleared it of trash and rubble after the tourists left for 

the evening. They educated themseh·es as to the historical, cultural. .ind 

spiritual significance of this sacred space, so as to share this information 

with others. Manuel Galagarza, a Taino elder, personally made the infor• 

mational placards that until recently greeted visitors in the park. The locals 

claim they were initially drawn to the site by a sense of cultural pnde, but 

they returned again and again because of a spiritual connection and even­

tually became stewards of Caguana, a role in which they continued for 

decades. Many of the Tainos relate stories of growing up in the are.1 and 

playing and running amidst the stone slabs bearing the incised images of 

what they believe to be the Taino goddess Atabey, or of climbing up secret 

ravines leading to the park late at night to celebrate ceremonies and ritu.11s 

to honor the sacred ancestors, alongside the elders of the region. It was this 

consistent interaction with the site and its su.rrounds that sparked the birth 

of the Taina movement in Boriken. Ultimately. -, ulture does not reside in 

' 
\ 
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Figure 11.1. Taino 

elder Manuel 

Galagarta sup­

porting hunger 

striker Naniki R eyes 
Ocasio at Caguana. 

Photograph by 

Roger Atihuibancex 

Hernandez, courtesy 

of The Voice of The 

Tai no People Online. 

material things, it resides-or better, is ceaselessly emergent from- mean­

ingful human activity" (Handler 2003:354). 

There is no sense in making a distinction between "genuine" and 

"spurious;• or "authentic" and "inauthentic" cultures and traditions, 

because all culture exists in the present, and must be enacted and 

reenacted, or interpreted and reinterpreted in the present by human 

beings who are all in one way or another "real" or "authentic." More­

over, the link between living cultural traditions and the past is not a 

physical one, not even in those cases involving cultural property, or 

physical heritage objects; rather, the link is a semiotic one. We use ob­

jects to refer to, or think about, the past. But those cultural links to the 

past can exist only in the present and only with present day semiotic 

activities. To save or conserve the past, tradition, or heritage is to do 

something today. When people act in the world they are not simply 

reproducing culture, they are creating it anew. (Handler 2003:355) 

--7 "El Gnto de Caguana"· l<l 
. tntuy Confl1tt in Pueno R -

iu) LJ 

d
·ng culture in this way clarifies why the ..,, . , 

taJl t . I . ,a1no ieel a se . f 
.r11ders r this part1cu ar site, as opposed 10 h nse o 
v hiP ove ot ers that h b 
o,,'11ers d . recent years. These include the Tibes site. ave een 

the in d d Just north of p 
unear b tter maintaine an developed, and the once, 

• 1. is e . . more recently 
,~ht'" as site, which consists of 9 acres and mcl d .. u11-

Ahed Jacan d u es a 90-foot-lon 
earu• d n midden moun , ... what could be as m g 

·f I la e . any as 400 preh· 
3rti ac . 1 post holes that delineate ancient dwellings d is-

. buna s, . • an a 60-foot-lon 
toflC . . ately carved granite and sandstone Petroglyph 

11 
g 

f 1ntnc, . . s a remarkabl 
row 0 ved" (Toner 2008:52). Namk1 (personal comm . . Y 

ll preser . . un1cat1on 2012) 
1,

1e d t me dunng our mtervtew that it was onl)' at C 
• .,,,resse O 

. ,, aguana that she 
c;,-r " •ritual connection. 

I 
(he spt 

fe t ry year that followed, the Tai no felt that more a d .. 
v\lith eve . . 11 more v1s1tors 

d the physical and ceremonial mtegrity of the Cagua C . 
degrade d 

1 
. . na eremon1al 

harming the stones an eavmg behind larger amounts f 
1
. 

center, b . d I o itter. 
munity mem ers organize c ean-up proJ·ects to 11 . 

~ ·no com ca attention 131 blem According to the Taino: 
to this pro . 

l ally "inappropriate" improvements [made by the ICP] . cu tur . . .. in-
trude upon Sacred Spaces. A concrete and wood walkway obstructs 

the natural earth path that gu!des culture-bearers to the spiritually 

appropriate dir_ection from wh,_ch to_ enter this Sacred Site. Moreover, 

iron fencing disconnects and 1mpnsons the Batey [ceremonial ball 

court] and the Tree of Life spiritually and physically from the border­

ing river, the surrounding sacred _spaces, and the Cerni Mountain. 

This separation has had a devastating effect on the living beings, an­

cestors and spirits that dwell in these sacred spaces and the sacred 

energies. (UCTP et al. 2008:9) 

Shackled by legal and administrative governmental policies, the Taino say 

they are unable to fulfill their ceremonial, spiritual, or ancestral responsi­

bilities. 
The locals believe that the petroglyph images incised on the stone slabs 

(Figure 11.2), so prominently displayed at the Caguana site, are represen­

tative of Atabey, the mother goddess, making Caguana much more than 

just a park. To the locals and the Tainos, Caguana is a church, a sacred 

place of worship. "Caguana Ceremonial Center is the embodiment of a 

divine energy/being who brings forth, renews, and sustains life" (UCTP 

et al. 2008:8). Furthermore, they believe that this site provides evidence of 

a goddess society- a society and culture that ex.isted as the complete an­

tithesis of the Christian male-dominated one that has come to characteril~ 
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Figure 11.2. Sacred stone carvings at Caguana. Photograph by author. 

Puerto Rico today as~ result ofS_panish imperi_alism_and colonization. This 
goddess society, unveiled m meticulous detail m various historical a h· 

. . re 1ves 
(see Paiewonsky 1991:23), was one m which women were warriors, leaders. 
and free and autonomous sexual agents. 

As a result of their ancestral connection to, and stewardship of, the Ca. 

guana site over at least five decades, the Taino chose to assert what the 

view as their rights regarding the continued care and use of the site. y 

The duty to steward cultur~I resources originates in tribal customary 

law, which articulates the relationship between the people and the world 

around them. In most instances tribal customary law dates back to the 

tribe's very creation story, identifying certain resources as critical to the 

community and thereby necessitating human care. Because tribal law of 

cultural resources is ancient, predating the arrival of Anglo-American legal 

principles, its stewardship principles are not dependent on Anglo-Ameri­

can notions of property (See Kirshenblatt-Gimblett 2006). 

111e aforementioned recent improvements made by the ICP interfere 

with this stewardship and, according to the Taino, "intrude upon Sacred 

Spaces" (UCTP et al. 2008:9). To the Taino, the site is the nexus of a liv­

ing, breathing culture; to the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture, the site is a 

museum-a relic of a dead culture. 

-- -
"FJ Gmo d, C.guana• td,nt\ru C 

1 . , oni ict in Pu•rto Rico ll7 

f;Nol!RS 
FOR AN IDENTITY 

cof'i1 
·fi nee of the Caguana site, although contested h . . 

. 111 ca . • as certainly 
1be s1g . ·shed with the passage of time, to which recent events 

d·1111n1 . can at-
1101 I suit of the ongomg controversy regarding the po1·1· I 

AS a re 1 1Ca status 
test- R·co as a commonwealth of the United States of A . 

erto 
1 

. mcrica, the 
of pu h"story have taken on new relevance and meai,· . h 

d its 
1 

. . mg m t e cul-
site an d ·dentity wars of the island. The pnmary disputants ofth· n· 

l n i is con let 
t~ra a . a- represented by several loosely associated organ·izat· ( 

be Tam . 1ons El 
3re t I Quinto Mundo, the Umted Confederation ofTaino Peo 

1 ey de d .,., . B . ) p e, and 
can . General e 1amos ormcanos -and the ICP It · d"ffi 

1 ConseJO . · IS I CU t to 
the . ctly when the Tamo reemerged onto the Puerto R. 

1 
. . 

rtain exa . . 1can po 1t,. 
asce 1 ·cal and h1stoncal scene. If you ask the Taino the .

11 
II 

ocio og1 • , Y w1 te you 
,al,

5 
as no reemergence-they have always been here As th -r . 

there w, · · e 1a1no 
tbat . . ns (UCTP et al. 2008:2) reported to the United Nar C 

.u,,zat10 . . . . . . . " ions om-
org the Elimrnatton of Racial D1scnmmat1on, as a people th -r . 

•ttee on . , e ,amo 
n1

1 
h bited the island of Boriken for thousands of years~ Th 

have in a · e report 
continues: 

'fhe Tai no People are Native Peopl~s of the i~land ofBoriken and other 

Caribbean island. nations. The Tamo are h1sto_rically documented to 

have lived in Bor'.ken and throughout the region long before the ar­

rival of any colomal gove:~ments . ... They have been subjected to the 

degradation of the transitions of pow~r between foreign sovereigns: 

first as a Spanish colony m the late tifteenth century and now as a 

Fr~e Associated State or colony of the United States. The Taino have 

undergone many changes in the exercise of their own sovereignty, but 

remain a distinct people who, despite their inalienable right to self. 

determination, have been denied their collective rights as a people 

to exercise that sovereignty in their homeland, Boriken. Such denial 

has caused intergenerational obstacles, challenges, and threats to the 

preservation and transmission of their culture, spirituality, language, 

traditional knowledge and their very existence as indigenous peoples. 

(UCTP et al. 2008:2) 

During the decades that Caguana and the Taino were marginalized in fa. 

vor of a more Hispanophile national identity, a new living heritage move­

ment was quietly gaining momentum in the hills ofUtuado, in the state of 

Florida, and in the barrios of New York City. Naniki Reyes Ocasio (per­

sonal communication 2012), grandmother of the Taino movement, tells of 
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Taino meetings held m her mother's kitchen in the 1980s in Flu h· 
s ing, N York. The members of this seed group called themselves La A . e1v 

soc1aci6 lndfgena Taina de Nueva York. The group eventually splintered n 

f I · · ' and it members went on to form many o t ,e groups ex1st111g today, induct· s 

UCTP, Nacion Tai no de las Antilles, Tai nos de Norte, and others ~Ing the 
. d "-r . ,. I ready mentioned. This unsancllone 1a1110 movement wou d explode 

0 h . I d' Q . . I C I b nto the cultural scene during t e 1s an s u111centenn1a e e ration in 
1992

, 

through which the PPD [Popular Democratic Party! adrninistrati 

emphasized Puerto Rico's ties with the "motherland" through a t•o_n 
C l\'J . ties, exchanges, and highly publicized official visits to Spain. The cel-

ebrations also featured a highly publicized regatta to comrnernorate 

Columbus' "discovery" of the island, and the opening of a Puerto Ri­

can pavilion in Seville. The official activities were accompanied b 

free nationwide public celebrations with strong cultural nationaUsti: 
overtones. (Davila 1997:48) 

In this same year, Caguana received National Historic Landmark status 

from the United States National Parks Service. According to Roberto Bor. 

rero (personal communication 2012), president of the UCTP, it was this 

complete disregard and disrespect for the Taino legacy that galvanized tht 

Tai no movement on the island, which up to that point had consisted of sev. 

era! small groups, under one umbrella organization, the Consejo General 
de Tainos Borincanos. 

Understanding the actions and policies of the ICP regarding the Ca­

guana ceremonial site requires deconstructi_ng the histo_ric~I context Within 

which the JCP was established. After Spamsh decolomzation and U.S. re­

colonization in 1898, Puerto Rico struggled to maintain its own unique 

sense of identity and to obtain democratic rights as a newly acquired pos­

session of the United States. The Jones Act of 1917 gave American citizen. 

ship to Puerto Ricans-whether they wanted it or not-and in 1952 Puerto 

Rico's constitution was approved by the Puerto Rican voters and Congress. 
giving it commonwealth st..1tus. . 

Ricardo Alegria, the first director of the ICP, was born m San Juan, 

Puerto Rico, on April 14, 1921, in the midst of this political transition. He 

was born to a well -to-do family with political connections and pride in its 

Spanish heritage, in an opulent home that clearly rctlects its Spanis~ in~u­

ence. In addition, the family owned a hacienda ded1cated to the cult1va1Jon 

"El Gruo dt Cagui nJ•. fdtnill)' Co ll . o.. 

where Ricardo heard stories of the slaves, i,·orke d 
ar cane, " . ., . . rs, an na-of suS . ·rig the Spanish past. His schooling emphasized Arn . 
ulog1z1 . . · en can 

n 1,, In curno Ri,o !1y 

ti"es e h ·ng in English, and pledgmg allegiance to the 'rn . 
11 . te.ic 

1 
. . . . ·"' encan 11ag. l

·,iat10

11

• t to counter this ass11111lat1ve process Ricardo's r th 
attemp . . . ' 1a er gave In an . 'blings lectures on Spanish Puerto Rican historv and R· d 
d h1S s1 . ,, 1car o 

hiJ11 an . d with friends to perform small acts of oppositional beh . 
1f'o111e av1or, hirnsc J targeting the American flag. 

·cularly . d ' d . 
part

1 
1947 Alegria receive . a masters egree_ m anthropology and history 

In U ·versity of Chicago, thus becommg, at the age of ,
6 

th h 
the nt ~ , e 11rst 

froJll . 1 Puerto Rican anthropologist. A year later he was made d' ._ fess1ona . ire~ 
pro Museum of History, Anthropology and Art at the University of 

1or of 

th

e He received his PhD in anthropology frorn Harvard Unive . rto Rico. . . r 
. in 19 . pue 54 at the same time that Puerto Rico attained local autonomy 

s1ty commonwealth status and the government first made a concerted 

throu. gh d line an official cultural policy and to stipulate what could right­ll'. t to e 
euor nt Puerto Rican culture. 

11 represe . _ . " 
fu Y ICP was created 111 19::,5 with the mandate of defining and dissemi-

:11e he constituent elements of Puerto Rico's identity" (Davila 199
7
:
4
). 

naung t I · d d' k 
. Alegria, as its new y appomte 1rector, was tas ed with construct-

Ricardo · I 1· h' I 
ational identity. n rea 1ty, t IS process entai ed the much more ·ng a new n . . d h . . • 1 

1 roJ·ect of manipulatmg an s apmg the nations historical narra-cornp ex p . I h h h 
. "H' tory reveals itself on y t roug t e production of specific narra-uve. ,s . 

. ,. (Handler 1988:211). In the case of Puerto Rico, the narrative quickly uves 

became apparent. . . . , 

Simultaneously with his appotntment as director, Alegria, at the request 

he !CP board, became responsible for the major renovation and resto-

of ~ f historic Old San Juan, the ruins of Caparra, Fort San Jeronimo, rauon o . 

d other Spanish sites. As a result of h1s work, Old San Juan was declared 

; Historical World Treasure. Additional "first initiatives" included reno-

. 01· Spanish military structures and churches, opening the national \'311011 

h. , s (,vhich focused on Puerto Rican history under Spanish rule), ac-arc I\ e 

. -1· .. •entered on "Western cultural expression" such as flamenco and t1v1 1es ~ 

Spanish dances by the Ballet of San Juan, readings of Hispano-American 

literature and poetry, choral chamber music, and orchestral concerts and 

art exhibitions (Davila 1997:62-63). All these initiatives reflect "the his­

p,rnophile and occidentalist tendencies of[Alegria and other] Puerto Rican 
intellectuals" (Davila 1997:62). 
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TH£ ARCHAEOLOGICAi. EVID[I\CE 

Jesse Fcwkes (1907:24- 25), in 111c Abori8i11t.s of Porto Ric 
o a11cl Ne; L 

; 11g Islands p· rovides one of the most complete h1stori~ I d g,.bor. 
' ~u an ev·J 

records of the early history of the T.iino and their ritual and 
1 

'nti.ir} 
. cere111 practices in the Caguana region: 0 nial 

Many oi the mhabitants of a mountainous region called Ind· 

d I I 
iera, at th 

western end of the islan , a so 13\'e pronounced Indian featur e 

\,·c may cx-pcct to find in that region 111.iny legends, curious es, and 
I h b . custorn 

and words directly traceab e to I ea ongines . ... It is probabl s, 
· · · t' P rt R. f e that the entire mountamous mtenor o o o 1co rom the east 

. . ern to the 
western end, was the last refuge of the abongmal Indian po ul . 

. • h P ation 
and the names of the various cac1qucs t at are applied to . • 

. . sections 
of the mount.iin chain support thts belief. . . Several co t 

f 
. n ractors 

who have employed large numbers o laborers m building roads h 
· f I d" ' · h ave noticed the predon11nance o n ,an ,eatures tn t e mountai 

ns near 
Utuado and Comerio. 

Fewkes (1907:82) goes on to speak extensively about the custom 
. . II s, tradi-

tions and ritual practices of the Tamo, as we as the archaeolog· 1 • . . tea evj. 
dence located in the Caguana region, mostly tn the form of over 20 b 

. h ateyes 
(ball courts) (Figure 11.3). According to t e author, the best know 

n were 
Cayuco, Arenas, Saito Arriba, Vivi Abaja, Jayuya, Mameyes, Paso de Pal 

Alonso, and Alfonso, as well as several in _the barrios ~fUtuado. All ofth:~ 

were identified and excavated by the eminent Agustin Stahl Puerto R· , • 1cos 
first scientist and ethnologist, during the course of his archaeological stud-

ies in 1903. Regarding these dance plazas and ball courts, Fewkes states: 

The Porto Rican juegos de bolla [ball courts] were first described 

by Doctor Stahl who speaks of several of these inclosures . ... 

[T]hese sites are formed oflaminated stones of different sizes, placed 

vertically in position, and forming inclosures of rectangular form 

measuring 15 meters, more or less, in size, the walls being slightly 

elevated above the surface of the ground . ... The General appear­

ance of these inclosures, with idols and pictographs carved on some 

of their boundary stones, and the presence of neighboring mounds, 

some of which were burial places, others of the prehistoric pueblos, 

confirm my belief that they were plazas in which were celebrated the 

ceremonial dances called areitos, and especially those mortuary rites 

"El Gnto Jt Cagu,n,· ld 
•ntityCona· 

•ct , n f'oa«to Rko 

• 

l ~t 

3 T
ai no ball game being played on one of the bateyes at C 

. e 1 l. • . . aguana. Photo h 
f1gur f The \ 'oice of Tire Tamo People Onl111e. grap 
,ourtesY 0 

f 
cestor worship which reached so high a development h 

0 an · . among t e 

h·storic Porto Ricans. Here were performed dances co pre 1 mrnemora-
. of the dead interred nearby, and here songs were sung in 11ve memory 

of ancestors, as Oviedo and others have stated. (190?:82_84) 

It is interesting to speculate upon the mysterious "neighboring mounds" 

that were excavated by Stahl. Fewkes (1907:82) also states that "just outside 

the boundary wall of every one of the enclosures studied by the author 

[Stahl] there were found one or more low mounds which bear superficial 

evidences of having been made by human hands:• Fewkes excavated one of 

these mounds near Utuado in 1903 and references it in his account of Porto 

Rican pictography: 

In my studies of one of these enclosures at Utuado I found that the 

main road from that town to Adjuntas had cut through the edge of 

one of the mounds, revealing a few feet below the surface, a layer of 

soil containing fragments of pottery, a few broken celts, and the long 

bones of an adult . ... This earth was very moist and ill adapted to 

the preservation of bones or other fibrous material. Nevertheless, we 
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found 10 skeletons of adults and infants, with mortuar O . 

distributed as to indicate that they had been placed there y bJect$ so as offer· 
One of the best preserved of these skeletons was found . 

1
ngs, · ma s1tr 

P
osture with its legs drawn to its chest and with ceramic b' 

1
ng 0 Jects I • 

at one side. (Fewkes 1903:457) Ying 

F
ewkes elaborates, "111e discovery that these mounds are lndi an cem 

She
ds light on the nature and use of the neighbor ing enclos eteries . ures. 'Jhe 

C

)usions drawn frorn my excavations of the Utuado mounds con. are that I 

nun
ibers of the dead were buried just outside the dance co arge urts and 

the elaborate areitos, or mortuary dances, were held in the latt that 

majority of the prehistoric Porto Rican dead were undoubted~r. b. · ~T]he 

these cemeteries above referred to" (1907:458). y unect in 

According to the application for National Register status (P 

19
9?· 7'2) in J915 the Caguana site came to the attention of thee . RSHPo 

-· . , . . rn1nent an 
thropologist Franz Boas. who was d1rect111g a group conductin . · 

R
. h' d g extens1v 

scientific studies on Puerto 1can pre ,story an culture for the N e 

d h
. d' . R b ew York 

Academy of Sciences. Un er 1s 1rect1on, o ert T. Aiken and ) 

d 
· · t th ·t b J · Alden 

Mason were assigne to mvest1ga e e s1 e etwcen uly 2 and De 
. f d h . " d . cember 

11 191
5 Mason and Aitken oun t e stte covere with a valueles , . . . . s growth 

Of 
brush" and \'lere able to clear It and bnng its view to "full ext • . . . ent in a 

!

natter of days (Mason !941:211- 212). Dunng the pen o<l of excavat· . ion, the 

team uncovered 14 stone features. In the excavation report, not publish 

d 
'b d h ·t · · f · ed until 

194
1, Mason esrrt e t e St e as consisting o six long courts With 

parallel lines of stones and open ends, one large long court with parallel 

~ide lines of slahs and closed ends, one long n~rrow structure of parallel 

lines of stone, one oval plaza hounded by a ri ng of ~tones, one smaller 

!,tructL1re of parallel and transverse lines of stones, one large earth mound 

and two areas containing strudural remains (PRSHPO 1992:7:14). ·the ~it; 

consbts of a total of JU hall courts o, er ,m an:a of ,1rproximately ~even 

acres, making it "the largest ceremonial ~ite of its type not onl}' m Puerto 

Rio.:o, but the entire West ln<lies" (PRSHPO 1992.7:1). Mason believed the 

site was the ceremonial ..:c:nlt'r oi ,1 brgc vil lage or populated a1ea dating 

from the immediate pre(onquest period, and the "ten ~tune-bounded l'n 

dosures wen: u!,ed for the performances of 1..c:remon1al JanLc:), g.imes .ind 

other rtll'c;'' (;\l,1,1)ll 1941 261). I k abo ob)erveJ that ~one: of the: ,lab~ bore: 

a large ._arvcJ fa(<: JnJ ~ewral nt the other!> )how1:<l t 1,1 .. c) ut' ,111111.ir IJLo, 

ml\\' eroded" (i\hl,on l'J•ll:217) Atta unLu,enng 25 ,1dJ1tll)11al 5).ib~, he 

, t,,tl'd, '"[he \\'l'Jthen,·d rl'm,11m of p1Ctl1gr,1ph) ,11c d1,Ll·rn1hlc on ~ome ot 

. El l,rno de C.agu,na· lden111y L 
onf11et In p ucno Ilic<, 2H 

.
5 

probable that everyone originall 
•1nJ ,t I . " ( y contained 

th
e111, • r other design Mason 1941:2\S) some incised 1 

d f3CC O , · ir 
,
3
r'e 

8 
Irving Rouse of Yale University excavat <l 

111193h site. making hirn the second America e two test pits near the 
of t e d I . ( n anthropol . 

edge uana, Ricar o A egna 1983:78) reported h og1st to exca-
at cag . d · h h t at these 

,
3
te d otsherds rn1xe wit umus in seve I excavations 

ale p . " I . h ra concentrat' 
•re"e d house sites a ong wit several other . f ions which 

este 
1
. h artt acts wh, h . 

su!\S ·ddles, a stone po 1s er, several stone I c 1nclu<led 
-r11iC gn ce ts, and th 

cer.v ·- (!
9

92:9) was the first to identify the . ree stone col-
Rouso:: . ceramics fro h . 

l31's· Ing a distinctive style that was rest ricted . m 
I 

e ~tte as 
resent h tn a temporal d 

"reP tex-t" adding t at the analysis whas b . an geo-
hiC con , ' een mstrume t l 

graP ·on of \ate prehistoric an<l early contact . . n a in the 
1iftcall pen od sites th h 

ide11 puerto Rico and Eastern Hispaniola• As roug out 
tern . · a result of th· 

\,res (!992) agreed with Mason's conclusio th . ts excava-
. Rouse n at the 511 • 
uon, h erernonial center of Cacique Guarionex b t d' e may have 

n t e c . ' u isagreed 'th h 
bee , f an of it as part of a larger village. "'

1 
t e 

I ss1fica i . c 3 
949 

Alegria, then director of the Archaeological R 
In I . esearch Ce 

U
niversity of Puerto Rico, undertook a reexam· . nter 

f the . I h . matton of the C 
0 ·ie to deternune w 1et er tt should be develop d . a-
uoJla s1 . . . e as an interpreti 

g n to the public. Dunng this extensive ➔ ·mo nth ve 

P
ark ope excavatton, Alegria 

3
.
84

) found J,680 potsherds, 5 fragments of stone coll 2 _ (J98 • . d _ ars, ~mall zemis 
ear spool, 3 stone gnn ers, 21 flint flakes 59 ston h , ' 

l stone ' e c ips, J broken 
·cits, I stone bead, and 1 ~tone mortar. In addition h _ stone c . • e u nLovered 

. tures not exposed by Mason or Rouse, including a series of h I tea . po')t o es 

d 
,ooden post remnant~, represent mg a laroe stru .1 A . an \\ . 0 L ure. tragment 

• J of the wool! posts was radiocarbon-dated to 1100 + "0 BP ot on~ . . . - - 0 
, ,.,.htch 

d
·cated thJt the site WJS in use long betore the arrhJI 01 th l . 111 t _ . t: .,pam~h 

( . .\legria !983:8:>) Based on _the archeo\og1cal endenct:, Alegria 0983:S;J 

_ clude,i thJt the ..:eremo111a\ ..:enter had bet'n "spar)el} inhab t 1 ,on . . 1 cu, exc1:pt 

Juring :;peoal occas1ons.~\'hen people tram )Urroundmg villages gathered 

tor religious ccremo111e~. 
The report .iccompanying the Nalion,1I Hi~tom Places registration 

form (PRSHPO 1992:8:1) state) that the Caguana s1tt: rerre!>ents the larg­

e)! and most complex b,1ll tt)Urt and ceremo111,1l site m Puerto Rim an,\ 

the \Vc~t lndfrs. As.:(ording to earlier J,)e)sments, the primary purpo)e 

vi the \.,:tu,1d0 s.:e remoni,11 plaLas ,,,1~ the celebr.111011 of 11,ertll) (d,mcc:~). 

11
wnly th,,~e .,)~o..i.it<.'J " 1th .in..:l'~tnr Wllr)h1p .md mortuary rite,. \her, 

port. howeva, priortt 1,e~ only the 1mpor1:mce l)l the ballg..1me lll bater rn 

\J1no l11J1.1n ..:ultun•. H, traung tht!> 1:_;.imc through the ,\Crnunts of l'J.tly 
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"El Gnlo de Caguana": Identity ConOict in Pum o Rico 245 u explorers and linking the courts in Puerto Rico, Jamaica tJ • 

. ' i-i1spani l 
Cuba to those fow1d at the Olmec site San Lorenzo in M . 0 a, and 

, . . . ex.1co, th 
concluded that the game was ongmally introduced into p e report 

. uerto Ric 
Mesoamerica (PRSHPO 8:2, 8:6). Alegria suggested that " 0 from 

construCti 
courts and ceremonial centers required a high degree of tech . 0n of 

. . nicald 
ment, .. . and that this kind of work could be carried out on! . evelop. 

. . Yin a strarfi 
society with a powerful chief to direct large numbers of work I ed 

. . . h . d kn 1 ers and i . h 
specialists with the aut onty an ow edge to design and . 11

1 
" ( ) supervise th 

construction of the court 1983:155-56 . e 

Toe PRSHPO report (1992:8:10) concludes that the Cag . 
" . . uana site f II 

within the category of Indigenous American Populations, subth a s 
· · · · A h 1 d · 1 eme Pre. histonc/H1stonc re eo ogy, an top1ca aspects of Religion Id 1 , eo ogy d 

Ceremonialism, and Major Contributions to the Development of C 'an 
. "A f h . . fth· h h ulture Histories. so t e wntmg o 1s c apter, t e ICP manages and 

0 

h C 
· h. h . N t· 1 H" · perates t e aguana site, w 1c 1s a a 1ona 1stonc Landmark as h , an arc aeo. 

logical tourist park (UCTP et al. 2008:8). 

A PROTEST AND THE POWER OF POWER 

Beginning on Tuesday, July 26, the day after the initial occupation of the 

Caguana Ceremonial Center (Figure 11.4), a number of significant events 

occurred. The Taino asked for a meeting with representatives from the ICP, 

as well as municipal government representatives, to present their demands. 

The ICP declared that only if the demonstrators left the grounds would 

they meet with them. Negotiations were unsuccessful, due to the absence 

of significant stakeholders. Naniki and six others who refused to leave the 

ceremonial center commenced a hunger strike. Teresa Tio, executive direc­

tor of the ICP, told the press: 

We recognize their right to practice any ritual and ceremony they 

wish. Of course that is assuming that these are subject to the laws 

of our Puerto Rican society and the rules regarding use of an ICP 

installation, which apply to everyone . ... We will also not allow the 

practice of cannibalism nor the sacrifice of enemies captured in bat· 

tie . .. . [T]hese so-called Tainos carry an attitude of superiority over 

other Puerto Ricans . . . . We ca1111ot, nor should we recognize them 

for what they are not, nor legitimize a claim that has no foundation. 

(Kuilan-Torres 2005, emphasis added) 

r:P'J J ,I 

' -· .,~-[\~~ 1 
\-\~\ il\ti\\~f ~ 

. .\\a"·. ... - --~ - -~ -

figure 11.4. Tai no protestor Sonia \'iro Acevedo at site awaiting executive order from the 

governor. Photograph by Roger Atihuibancex Hernandei, courtesy of1l1e Voice of The 

r,iino People 0 11li11e. 

When the court ordered the police to withdraw, the ICP countered by hir­

ing "club waving" private security guards (UCTP 2005b). 

Initially, the Judicial Administration dismissed charges against the 

Taino, finding no probable cause for trespassing, and stated they would 

make no arrests. Judge Concepcion Figueroa, however, found that the ac­

cused were exercising dominion over the space and ordered a hearing. 

Later, she charged five of the activists with contempt for failing to appear 

before her on the August 3 hearing date, setting bail at $1,000 apiece. The 

mayor of Utuado, Alan Gonzalez Cancel, publicly declared sympathy with 

the protesters, but Gov. Anibal Acevedo Vila refused to meet with them. 

The group inside the park would not leave the grounds until he did so. 

On August 8 a United Nations representative called the governor's of­

fice to inquire about Naniki's health: The governor's representative claimed 

she had not been on a hunger strike and told the caller that they had sent 

rain gear and shelters for the protestors; Carlos Morales entered the park 

on August 9 and certified that Naniki Reyes Ocasio had indeed been on a 
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hunger strike for 14 days (UCTP 2005c}. On August 10 ·h e has unofficially stated In an int . ''
0 117 

. ' t e fift ntall' d el'V\cw With 
of Naniki's hunger strike, she and two other activists G eenth -4_ 

1
,rlse . ·ovented an recreational, and th h me that the T . 

. ' uatlbiri " "4Y (( ' tS t f . at t ere Is h' atno 
J
uana Griselle Martinez Prieto, were arrested inside the 0 ael • 11,estr, in which any o tt was actually e no 1stor1eal b . 

. . . ceremo . "-lld J 1,,a)'S nacted. as1s 
by police br;indtshing automatic weapons and were eva n1a.1 Cent (of the p , .. erns to have developed select iv 

cuated I h er 1C ,.. 
1 

e amnesia 
(UCTP 2005d). 1hree other protesters, Elba An:ica Lug ..,. . n s ack.) (he on ofh1storica archives docume t· regarding both th 

o, •a1n n es posit •· n tng Ta1no I e 
·md Margarita Shashira Munoz, later surrendered thems 

I 
a "Osad •11ge re own role in inventing• a cultu II cu lure and pr 

' b e ves to o, ,, and its . • . . ra y expedie ac-
tles and were arrested as well, ut charges were dropped . author 11,es puerto Rico. Smee its Inception th 1 . nt and palatab\ 

against all ,_ ·1v for . d' ' e nS11tute of p e 

P
articipants. Other ,Je1111 , rved as the main isseminator of the bl d' ucno Rican 

C ONCLUSION 

lhe inJ'unction barring the protest ors, members of their org . . , anizatio 
.1norneys, :igents, and supporters from entering the Caguana C ns, their 

grounds after official visiting hours is still in place and strict! erernoniil 
l d 

Y enfor 
the ICP and its agents. In an artlc e ated August 13, 200S, N .,_, Ced by 

an1"1 stated-
The court basically is revie\\~ng an injunction that seeks I t · 

[ . . l f . o empora 
ily or permonently prevent us Tamo rom st:iying overn· h r-

. ig t on th 
grounds, which is a dire~t violat10~ of our religious freedoms. 'Ih c 

court and the [Puerto RteanJ Institute of Culture view •do . . e 
. . m1n1on• 

a form of possession so it 1s obvious that they have no cone as 
' ept of in 
digenous perspectives as they relate to those terms. If the 1 . • 

. . . nstttute 
had their way they would h:ive barred anyone 1dent1fymg th 

. . ~ , . ernselves 
as Taino from entering th( park permanently but this did not h 

appen. 
(UCTP 2005d) 

In the same article, Roger At_ihuibancesh Hernandez, a representative of th 

United Confederation ofTaino People, added: e 

We haw exposed the Executive Branch of the Government and the 

Institute of Puerto Rican Culture not only for foiling to iecognize 

indigenous rights, but they t1rc no'.v wrll documentell to be publicly 

ho)tik to the Taino People on the island. The Caguana action is a 

victory for all Taino People as \\'C ha\'e raised the issue ofTamo rights, 

as well as the desecration of s:icm l sites, ancestral remains, and sacrtd 

artifacts to an unprecedented b e! here 111 Borikcn. (UCi p 200Sd) 

Regarding the contemporary Taino. the lCP q•e~ only n group of people 

with geneu~ and biologil:al ch.1r,Kternt1c~ \lmtlar to their own, ~1nven1tng" 

a connection 10 a long-Jead past in order to acquire publt~ proper!) and a 

cultural patrimony th:it the TCP believes should be common to all . An ICP 

re se p RI en ing myth c111tu h idea that uerlo cans are made u f 1n Puerto 
0r t e . P o three 

R1,o, ....,, that, long extinct as separate popul . ancestrally dis. 
-ulttl•• R' allons have 

1111ct ~ hole: the Puerto 1can culture- (Davi\ 
199 

' merged into 
· ue '" a 7·69 70) 

) uniq vtth Naniki (2012), she compared the . bl · .- · In my con-
tiOfl ' h . ending" h ,,rsa t storv that c aracterizes American 

I 
myt to the 

l 
11g·Po . cu ture asso . . 

file II balism •You get eaten up and then vo . . ctating both 
h cannt d ' m1ted out and h 

1,11 big mess-you on t know who you - t en you 
ust one . are anymore• 

Jrtl ruco, however, ts much more racially d'ffi . · 
puerto ld t erentiated a d 

the myth wou suggest. One has only 
1 

. • n segre-
ed th.in h o v1s1t the low f 

gJI tern coast to see t e racial segregation th . no l oiza 
the eas at u 1sts on th. . I 

llll dcrstand that the Puerto Rican triad (ble d' is ts and, 
d to un n tng of three . 

Jfl . . ient soc1:il construct- another invention I f • races) 1s 
xpeu1 . . . · n act, the · 

JO e. . ,e or place with which historians are co re Is prob-
bl no un ncerned which h 

a ' h invention of traditions, in this sense. Howeve h as not 
0 

t e r, we s ould e . 
se< more frequently when a rapid transformati f . xpect ti 

0,,ur on o society weak 
t<1 the social patterns for which 'old' traditio h db ens 

Jt,tr0~' ns a een de · d" 
11r b bJ'' m 1992:5) Such was the case in Puerto Rico dur· h s1~ne 
(t-lO ' . . U • I ing t e period of 

. an colonriatton. n,ortunate y, as Davila expla' . 
An1enc . . ins, tn constructin 

tion.ilist ideology by drawing on the ideas of the hispanoph'l 1· g 
a na b . . 1 e e 1tes 

Rico ended up em racmg tts previous colonize th S . ' 
puerto . r, e panish and 

I
• rtently ,olludmg wtlh, and accommodating the A . ' 

1na1 ,e . . . ' merican colonial 
. ct One thing, however, 1s certain: The cultural wars of p . 

proJe · d' . uerto Rico 
, long served as an expe 1ent distraction from the curre t 

ha1e . . . n econo1n1c, 
. 1 .ind poh11c,1l ills that plague this small island nation 

soc1a , . . . • 
'\'hen I 1nitiallv V1S1ted Caguana m 1994, the owner of a loc I h , ' . . . a rams ackle 

bookstore jmt outside the site asked me 1f I knew the story of La Mujer de 

Caguana.2 l unswered that I had done some research on the subject. She 

informed me that people think they know about her, but they don't really 

\(now who she 1s at all. She referred me to several books, including the )e~se 

fewkes book she kept under the store counter. ~La mujer de Caguana es 

la madre de todos \the mother of all]:' she stated, and then, leaning into 

\ 

\ 

\ 

I 
\ 



I 
I 
I 

r 

2~8 

me and whisperi ng con~piratorially, she add~d "Es cosa niu s 

~ry sacred thing]." Durmg rny subsequent visit to Cagu y agracta [It's 
v, ' ana 111 th a 
f JOI? I returned to the same spot, but the bookstore \\'a e su111"' 

o - - • . . , s gone 1 . ·••er 
as ~ brand-new structure, now conta111ed within the gat · 11 its pl, 

w, ., cs ofth ~ce 
C<!remonial Park- owned and operated by the ICP. e Caguana 

NOTES 

1. lhc account of the occupation of C.1guana an<l the surroundin r:v. 

I . J N .k. R . ) . S cnts was 
from interview, by the aut wr \\~t 1 . a111 1 eyes ( cas10, cf<lcr and fi co,nPiled 

9 20 ' . <) . p . . oundcr of 
Quinto ~-!undo, on August I , I, . 111 rocov1s, ucrto Rico, an<l with R Caney 

J ·r"ctor of 1he United Confedaation of Tai no People (UCTP) 011 J\ .
1 

obeno Borrero 
1 

' . . • • • . ' pr, 4, 201 · ' 
\·ork Citv J S well as from updates on the UC IP news hlug, Voice oiftl •r l , in Nc,,y 

, , , . . ie , a/110 Peo I 
(http://uctp.blogspot.com). Pe Online 

2. La Muju de Cag11111111 translates litcrnlly as '"I he WomJn of CJ . • 
• . . . guana, but . 

loqlll·.,1 Puerto Rican :ipan1sh. 11111Jer also mt·ans mate, companion ., 111 col. 
' ' or W11e lh 

In the bookstore w.1s ref,·rring 10 the fact that the role of tht· Mujcr d , C · c i,·o,11an 
. c .aguana hdd b 

downpl,iyed in the present Ja)' as the mistress of tho: god Yucahu, when in t: .. een 

I • ' · d . · f I · ·1·· · act the la· believe her to be Atahey, t 1c prunary cit) u t ic amo and the mother of y 1no 
. . ucahu and II 

1hr other dr111es. a 
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