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“g| Grito de Caguana”

|dentity Conflict in Puerto Rico

ROSALINA DIAZ

jean S day, Iu.ly 24, 2005, i; the) sr;wa.ﬂl town c?f Orocovis on the Carib-
- lan Jof Boriken (Puerto ‘ 1co), laino activist and elder Naniki Reyes
be o looked out o her organic farm at El Caney del Quinto Mundo, the
ocasi ng center she had founded.! The sun began to set behind the moun-
ea.u-n e G ordillera Central, and Naniki’s long, silver-gray hair captured
tains ¢ rays of the sunlight as it completely disappeared beyond the hori-
the li:aniki slowly entered her home to gather the food, personal, and cer-
zon. lial items she knew she would need for the days ahead. She had been
;zszg all day to purify her spirit for the upcoming ritual, and as she drove
st toward the Caguana Ceremonial (?enter in Utuado, she felt strong in
heart and mind. Naniki arrived at nightfall at a previously designated meet-
ing place and was joined by Eltl>a Anac-aona Lugo, Taina Rosado, Guatibiri
Baez, and Juana Griselle Martinez Prieto. Under the light of the summer
moon, the companions traversed the "ancestral pathways” to enter the site
unobserved, as they had done on countless other nights over a period of
Jecades. They set up an encampment in the Caguana Ceremonial Plazaand
proceeded to perform their customary ritual observances.

The following morning, security guards preparing to open the center to
the public were confronted with the sight of the Taino encampment. They
took no immediate action—perhaps because they were at a loss as to how
to explain to their superiors how the group had entered the ceremonial
center during their watch. Instead, the guards opened the park to visitors
as was their usual practice and waited. As closing time approached, they
asked Naniki and her fellow Taino activists to take down their encampment
and hammocks and vacate the site. They refused. The group asserted that
on this day, July 25, the anniversary of the constitution of Puerto Rico, they
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were reclaiming Caguana in the name of their Taing a

‘ ) . ncestor
builders of the ceremonial site. Their message was cle .

ar: “g © Ofiging
tion and desecration of our sanctuaries + “Nd the g
desecration of our sanctuaries and sacred places, oy est
»OUrarchg,

sites, our coaibays [cemeteries), our ancestral remains, our g, Ologic,,
and ceremonial objects, and our ceremonial centers—noy1» :{;d_ funerar\.
federation of Taino People [UCTP] 2005a). The guards, aga.in Hited o
how to proceed, discussed the situation and called their Supe:t alogg , ;
administrator. This action sparked an occupation and h"ngelror’ (he park
would last for 17 days and would involve some of the most powestfnke th

in the Puerto Rican sociopolitical arena. The Tainog e"Campmer Ul fore,
response it engendered would bring to the fore issues ftang

regard;
Rican identity that had long lain dormant and unchallen el

ged Uertq

IDENTITY, SPACE, AND HERITAGE

Like any artifact, the structuring of space can expre T
individual or group who uses an%i shases it. Both Eal:i;:]h:l;:::ntlty of the
raphy, topography, plant and animal life—and constryct e Beog:
as monuments, buildings, pathways, are formed by actio
create a “hvec-l lanésmpe‘ (Jones ?005:235). These spa-ces embody group
memory and identity yet are continually altered over time a5 these thip,
shift. Landscape is both a “touchstone” for remembering (O’Keeffe 2016 6;
and a canvas for identity production. In the postcolonial heritage Conte.x
space can be a site of identity contestation, serving as the locus for negotiat-
ing the dissonance between colonial and indigenous identities,

At the root of the conflict at the Caguana Ceremonial Center are i
sues of space, identity, and heritage resulting from a lengthy and complex
colonial history. The island was colonized by the Spanish between the late
fifteenth and late nineteenth centuries. One day after independence from
Spain, Puerto Rico was tragically recolonized by the United States as booty
of the Spanish American War. The wealthy descendants of the Spanish col-
onizers, faced with nationalist revolts and cultural annihilation, founded
the Institute for Puerto Rican Culture (ICP), charged with defining and
disseminating the “constituent elements of Puerto Rico’s identity” As part
of this program, the ICP renovated Spanish cultural sites on the island, lay-
ing claim to Caguana almost as an afterthought.

Caguana, which stands on a plateau 80 feet above a river, is surrounded
by ancient standing stone slabs and petroglyphs. Ancestral pathways lead
to a ceremonial plaza where the Taino assemble to enact their seasonal

ed features, such
nand memory t,

“El Grito de Caguany” Identity Cong,

he 1CP the site is @ museum—the ry;
rlhl-ﬂ;-ultufc their OWD anceistors conqgcred ind ‘“bi“gatedmm- to
1005 - descend"‘"fs‘ the site embodne? the living, br:athmg mld'.“ the
mdlgen‘:’ Taino- This cether Stands as_" does because the '[}‘;in) ilrmg
5}’““ : r decades keeP_mg it cleansed of visitors' Fubbish, prg, e
for 177 hs from wearing a\\'éy, — preserving the spirity,)
%8 ihrough ritual practices and observances, Althg
(he Site for many years, it has increasingly
cted the Taino access and inscribing moderp,

g ricting

tric o .

48 resw i identity onto the landscape and built eNvironment, (.,
'?ueFAaSi‘e of contemporary identity production fo both .
mf-:based in radically differing conceptions of the past.

¢ the locus of conflict over heritage Presentation
f the island’s past and modern Puerto Rican ider

ot al I
]ang“‘lc‘ﬂd iNdig
s

tecting the
Purpose of
ugh the [Cp .
re '
gulated the Center’

Hispanic Conceptions

the Taino ang
The landscape
contemporary

arratives o tity.

RCE OF IDENTITY

 island of Puerto Rico is situated between the Atlantic Ocean to the

th and the Caribbean Se?a to the south, strategically located at the entry
nzint to the Caribbean. It is the smallest and easternmost of the Greater
Antilles. which also includ.es the pominican Republic/Haiti, Jamaica, and
Cuba. Puerto Rico and adjac'ent islands constitute 3,435 square miles, 110
niles east to west and 35 miles north to south. Its land cover is variable
(40% central high mountains, 35% karst foothills, and 25% narrow coasta]
plain)- The central mountain range (La Cordillera Central) has peaks over
4,000 feet high and can receive- up to 200 inches of rainfall annually. These
mountain peaks can be seen from every part of the island. There are 50
civers on the island and hundreds of streams. The Caguana Ceremonial
Center sits in the Cordillera Central in the Tanama River Valley (Map 11.1)

One of the original excavators, Mason (1941:212-213), described the site
as follows:

From the Tanama River two ravines extend inward which are dry
in rainless seasons but carry off the surplus water in times of rain
Though probably a quarter mile apart at their mouths the upper
reaches of the ravines converge until, at a point about a quarter mile
from the river they leave between them a narrow deck of land not
more than 30 feet in width at the top and gently sloping to the bot-
tom of three ravines some 40 feet below. A roughly triangular piece
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of land is thus nearly circumscribed, enclosing ahoyt Goe)

nearly level ground, at a height of possibly 80 feet above the :_“"5 on
practically every side the descent is steep. ver,

[n 1955, the same vear that Puerto Rico was granted cop, —
the Puerto Rican legislature passed Law 89, which creqe J lh: tlh Staty,
de Cultura Puertoriqueda (ICP) to “conserve, Promote, enrich, Dstityy,,
seminate the cultural values of the pueblo of Puerto Rico and bri and g
their broadest and most profound knowledge and Jppr"“dtion-n( ‘
1997:39). Luts Munoz Marin, Puerto Rico’s first elected governor, o Divij,
Dr. Ricardo Alegria to the position of director of the newly "‘Jug,urifo‘;mm
Shortly thereafter, the ICP purchased the Caguana site and Com:: ICp
minimal renovations, including the construction of a smg] muwu:)nud
parking lot. During my visit to the site in 1994, [ saw human bk ang
cluding those of an infant, exhibited in this museum with ne idm‘_”, in-
information, and no indication as to where the bodies had been Unearth
When | returned years later, the bodies were gone, and there i no refem: d.
to the mound or any bodies or mortuary items in the official 199, Natio C‘:
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) registration form (Puerto Rico Hjsmr:
Preservation Office [PRSHPO] 1992). ¢
Once acquired, claimed, and inventoried by the ICP, Caguana was
and has remained, relatively unknown and neglected. Since the OTiginai
renovations, the only work done on the actual site has been the periodic

Map 11.1. Map of Puerto Rico showing the location of Caguana. From the Caguana Cer-
emonial Ball Courts Site National Register of Historic Place Registration Form, p. 10.2,
Department of the Interior, National Park Service.

the stan®

' 2 nou)' Compone
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cvery two to three years) of the petroglyphs and the alignment of

| cmmgltn o tone slabs. At present the only plan for the site is to construct
ditches to divert floodwaters, and gravel walkways to facilitate
Lobility, during the rainy season. This apparent disregard for the
ourist nt of Puerto Rican culture and history exemplifies ane

he process of hegemonic cultural manipulation and control ne-

n :

of t s
asPef‘: for the nation-building project.
¢ssal)

r

The m aking of heritage is a political process. Certain places may be
. _orporated Into sanctioned views of the national heritage while
m;‘;::m ay be seen as a threat to the National imaginary and are sup-
- ressed of obliterated. . . - It is not simply that heritage places sym-
bolize certain values and beliefs, but that the very transformation of
these places into heritage is a process whereby identity is defined,
Jebated, and contested and where social orders are challenged or re-

produ“d- (Karp 1992:5)

According to Naniki Reves Ocasio (personal communication 2012) (Fig-
wre 111), during the years that Caguana lay ignored by the ICP, the people
of Utuado and the adjoining regions reconnected with their indigenous
patrimony via the ceremonial center. Many, as children, had been told by
parents and grandparents that they were descended from the indigenous

pulation, and so they willingly embraced this space as the embodiment
and physical evidence of this suppressed aspect of their cultural identity.
During the period beginning in the 1960s and 1970s, it was the locals who
maintained the site, cleared it of trash and rubble after the tourists left for
the evening. They educated themselves as to the historical, cultural, and
spiritual significance of this sacred space, so as to share this information
with others. Manuel Galagarza, a Taino elder, personally made the infor-
mational placards that until recently greeted visitors in the park. The locals
claim they were initially drawn to the site by a sense of cultural pride, but
they returned again and again because of a spiritual connection and even-
tually became stewards of Caguana, a role in which they continued for
decades. Many of the Tainos relate stories of growing up in the area and
playing and running amidst the stone slabs bearing the incised images of
what they believe to be the Taino goddess Atabey, or of climbing up secret
ravines leading to the park late at night to celebrate ceremonies and rituals
to honor the sacred ancestors, alongside the elders of the region. It was this
consistent interaction with the site and its surrounds that sparked the birth
of the Taino movement in Boriken. Ultimately, “culture does not reside in



; “ENGrit g »
234 - Rosalina Diaz w ito de Caguana”. Identity Confligy in Puertg y
to Rico

ing culture in this way clarifies why the Taing feel a
sense of

as opposed to oth

: ers that hay
ners y N € been
oWr* Jed in recent years. These include the Tibés sige Just north of poy,
ce,

rtl intained an
uneﬁ e maintaine d developed, and the more recently .
9 acres and includes 3 "90-f00t-10n

whic 5 jacanés site, which consists of
1 aden midden mound . what could be as many 4 499 - "
: rials, post holes that delineate ancient dwellings, and 4 60»fo:t-l l
ely carved granite and sandstone Petroglyphs al] remark:l;g
¥

ofin[ricﬂt Y o
W erved” (Toner 2008:52). Naniki (personal commuy

well Pré 4 to me during our interview that it was only at Caguana
ressispiritua] connection.” hat she
. d?fh every year that followed, the Taino felt that more and mope visito
V:;ded I physical i 1 otegrity ofthe Caguana Ceremoni:l
" deg . harming the stones and leaving behind larger amounts of lig,
Figure 111, Ty, Centel mmunity members organized clean-up projects to call attemi:;

elder Manye) Taino co ; g
3 . _ According to the Taino:
Galagarzy sup- (o this prob]em

51‘::‘:‘8;1u§ger culturally «inappropriate" improvements [made by the ICP] . in.
Ocasi:) a: :::;::?es trude upon Sacred Spaces. A concrete and wood walkway obstructs
Photograph by * the natural eafrth Path that gu‘ldes culture-b.earers to the spiritually
Roger Atihuibancex aP?rOPriate direction from Whl.Ch to. enter this Sacred Site. Moreover,
Hernandez, courtesy iron fencing disconnects and imprisons the Batey [ceremonial ball
of 'The Voice of The court] and the Tree of Life spiritually and physically from the border-
Taino People Onliye. ing river, the surrounding sacred spaces, and the Cemj Mountain.
This separation has had a devastating effect on the living beings, an-
cestors and spirits that dwell in these sacred spaces and the sacred
There is no sense in making a distinction between “genuine” ang energies. (UCTP <t S

“spurious,” or “authentic” and “inauthentic” cultures and traditions,
because all culture exists in the present, and must be enacted and
reenacted, or interpreted and reinterpreted in the present by human
beings who are all in one way or another “real” or “authentic” More-
over, the link between living cultural traditions and the past is not a
physical one, not even in those cases involving cultural property, or
physical heritage objects; rather, the link is a semiotic one. We use ob-
jects to refer to, or think about, the past. But those cultural links to the
past can exist only in the present and only with present day semiotic
activities. To save or conserve the past, tradition, or heritage is to do
something today. When people act in the world they are not simply
reproducing culture, they are creating it anew. (Handler 2003:355)

U-n.jcrsta.ﬂ ver this particular site,

artif?

Nication 2012)

material things, it resides—or better, is ceaselessly emergent from—meap.
ingful human activity” (Handler 2003:354).

Shackled by legal and administrative governmental policies, the Taino say
they are unable to fulfill their ceremonial, spiritual, or ancestral responsi-
bilities.

The locals believe that the petroglyph images incised on the stone slabs
(Figure 11.2), so prominently displayed at the Caguana site, are represen -
tative of Atabey, the mother goddess, making Caguana much more than
just a park. To the locals and the Tainos, Caguana is a church, a sacred
place of worship. “Caguana Ceremonial Center is the embodiment of a
divine energy/being who brings forth, renews, and sustains life” (UCTP
etal. 2008:8). Furthermore, they believe that this site provides evidence of
a goddess society—a society and culture that existed as the complete an-
tithesis of the Christian male-dominated one that has come to characterize
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&
] b dn gy b SEELIR
A% =

E Vn 2. Sacred stone carvings at Caguana, Photograph by author,
igure 11.2.

Rico today as a result of Spanish imperialism.and c(‘;.lon
P“:;;' » society, unveiled in meticulous detail in various histo
ess A . .
(go Paiewonsky 1991:23), was one in which women Were war
see
and free and autonomous sexual agents.'
As a result of their ancestral connection to,

ization, This
rical archiyes
Tiors, leaders,

and stewardship of, the Cy.
) decades, the Taino chose to assert what they
te over at least five

guana S1

iew as their rights regarding the continued Ci.m.a and use Of.the S-ite_
view as their rig ard cultural resources originates in triba] customary
b (']uty to‘ Stf‘f:,es the relationship between the people and the world
e ost instances tribal customary law dates back tg the
amu’nd them.'ln’nrll story, identifying certain resources as critical to the
S \rezfy Crezt]t(; :reby r;ecessitating human care. Because tribg] law of
Commu“'ty a“_ 5 isL ancient, predating the arrival of Anglo-American
Cu'ltu{al m??r:war‘dship principles are not dependent on Anglo-A
P“nc’Pl_es’ lh’1‘5 roperty (See Kirshenblatt-Gimblett 2006). o
T nOtH;Trse?nepntiztled recent improvements made by the [Cp mt‘erte;e
i Theh‘?l ( tewardship and, according to the lamol, nll?trude upo‘n Sacred
e t“ls S"tTP :t al. 2008:9). To the Taino, the site is the nexus of
T‘,pact::ea(:}:iig cL:ltur;e; to the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture,
:gieum—a relic of a dead culture.

legal
mer;-

a liv-
the site is a

“Fl Grito de Caguany” Wdentity Conflicy i Puerto Rico . 937
ENTITY
grs FOR AN ID
D
TEN .
coN nce of the Caguana site,
'ﬁCa

.. sigf"‘ et with the passage of time, tq which recent even
dimin

¢ di It of the ongoing controversy regarding the polit

00 Asa fej"u s a commonwealth of the United §

:fs‘;;uer“_’ R}:;gry have takefl on new rele‘v

o and it tity wars of the island. The pri

£ raland .‘dcn# represented by several loo

:; the 'rallréoumto Mundo, the United Cgo
de

nfederation of Taino People, and
aney eral de Tainos Borincanos)—and the ICP. It is difficy)t to
(:e Consejo f;: when the Taino reemerged onto the p
{ o exa
ain €

uerto Rican polit;-
scert 1, and historical scene. If you ask the Tai
5 logical

no, they wil] tel| you
s Ocioe was no reemergence—they have always been here. As the Taino
ther
that

UCTP et al. 2008:2) reported to the United Nations
i anizations E(limination of Racial Discrimination, “as
mittee 07 :‘; d the island of Boriken for thousands o
have 1D

although contested, has certainly

1S can at-

1cal statys
tates of America, the

ance and meaning in the ¢y|-
mary disputants of this conflict
sely associated Organizations (E|

Com-
a people, the Taing
f years” The report
continues: le are Native Peoples of the island of Boriken and other
The Taino PfOP fi nations. The Taino are historically documented to
Caribbean .1>l‘]‘; riken and throughout the region long before the 4
have lived ”j‘ 1§ni al governments. ... They have been subjected to the
rival of &I.l)‘ co f the transitions of power between fore;
degradation 0 ish colony in the late fifteenth century and now as 5
first as @ 51?3“3' State or colony of the United States, The Taino have
Free Associate  changes in the exercise of their own sovereignty, but
undergone _]m.mt eople who, despite their inalienable right to self-
remain a d{stlnchaize been denied their collective rights as a people
determif'.at!(".‘; sovereignty in their homeland, Boriken, Such denial
torIErE t-ha enerational obstacles, challenges, and threats to the
— Cause-d mter%transmission of their culture, spirituality, language,
preservallfgna(:':l edge and their very existence as indigenous peoples.
itiona
t(rSéIP etal. 2008:2)

g0 sovereigns:

: decades that Caguana and the Taino were marginzlllized in fa-

- ispanophile national identity, a new living heritage move-

vor of 2 e lTspz‘ining momentum in the hills of Utuado, in the lstate of
-l qul‘et )t(hge barrios of New York City. Naniki Reyes Ocasio (per-
HO‘il‘ia’ ::i:::ication 2012), grandmother of the Taino movement, tells of
sonal co
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Taino meetings held in her mother’s kitchen in the 19805 i, Fluship
York. The members of this seed group called themselyes La A Otiac
Indigena Taina de Nueva York. The group eventually splintereq, " Cidp
members went on to form many of the Broups existing today, inclyg, ﬂ’:s
UCTP, Nacion Taino de las Antilles, Tainos de Norte, ang otherg alreade
mentioned. This unsanctioned “Taino movement” woylq explode ontogy

cultural scene during the island’s Quincentennial Celebratiop, in 199,

& Ney,

through which the PPD [Popular Democratic
emphasized Puerto Ricos ties with the “mothe
ties, exchanges, and highly publicized official
ebrations also featured a highly publicized Fegatta to commey, Orate
Columbus’ “discovery” of the island, and the opening of 3 Puerto p;.
can pavilion in Seville. The official activities were accompanjeq by
free nationwide public celebrations with strong cultura} Nationalist;.
overtones. (Ddvila 1997:48)

Party) administration
tlang” through actiy;.
visits to Spain, The cg).

In this same year, Caguana received National Historic Landmark Statys
from the United States National Parks Service. According to Roberto p,,.
rero (personal communication 2012), president of the UCTP, it vy this
complete disregard and disrespect for the Taino legac
Taino movement on the island, which up to that point
eral small groups, under one umbrella organization,
de Tainos Borincanos.

Understanding the actions and policies of the ICP regarding the c,.
guana ceremonial site requires deconstructing the historical context withp
which the ICP was established. After Spanish decolonization and US, re.
colonization in 1898, Puerto Rico struggled to maintain its OWN unique
sense of identity and to obtain democratic rights as a newly acquired pos.
session of the United States. The Jones Act of 1917 Bave American citize.
ship to Puerto Ricans—whether they wanted it or not—and in 1952 Puertq
Rico’s constitution was approved by the Puerto Rican voters and C
giving it commonwealth status. . ‘ |

Ricardo Alegria, the first director of the ICP, was born in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, on April 14, 1921, in the midst of this political transition, He
was born to a well-to-do family with political connections ar}d pr‘idelin its
Spanish heritage, in an opulent home that clearly reflects its Spamsh. :nflu-
ence. In addition, the family owned a hacienda dedicated to the cultivation

y that galvanizeq the
had consisted of sey.
the Consejo Generg

ongress,

cane, where Ricar.do"heard slgries of the slayes. worke
ar izing the “Spanish” past. His schooling e
(eaching in English, and pledging allegianc
- arjon, 16 t to counter this assimilatiye proces
{n an a“"’fng iblings lectures on Spanish Pyery,, Ri
m nnd_ h.'s d with friends to perform smal| acts
pimself Jo;ﬂ‘:argeting the American flag,
a,-ticula: );\ legria received a master’s degree i anthro
In lgyunive" sity of Chicago, thus becoming,
from tfff | Puerto Rican anthropologist. A year
wfess.lc'ﬂl";I useum of History, Anthropology
tor of thf—'_ He received his PhD in anthrop
puerto RIC:' at the same time that Puerto R
ity in 193 ;;moﬂweahh status and the gover
thmugh s: fine an official cultural policy and
effort to resent Puerto Rican culture.
fully rei? CP was created in 1955 with the mandate of “deﬁning and dissem;.
The the constituent elements of Puerto Rico’s identity” (Davila 1997.4),
n«"!ﬂ"g Alegria, as its newly appointed director, was tasked with constryct.
Ricardo national identity. In reality, this Process entailed the muych more
ing 2 ;‘fw roject of manipulating and shaping the nation’s historical narr,.
Fo;n [i;;:or), reveals itself only through the production of specific narra-
:::es (Handler 1988:211). In the case of Puerto Rico, the narrative quickly
apparent.
bet;;:fu':zg :(:us!,\' with his appoin‘tmen.t as directlor.
of the ICP board, becaitle responsible t_or thc? major
ration of historic Old San Juan, the rul.ns of Caparr.
and other Spanish sites. As a result of his w?rk. Old
e torical World Treasure. Additional “first initiatives” included reng.-
,1. ﬁ:iIUOt_ Spanish military structures and churches, opening the nationa]
‘\:z;:oi\‘es [;\'hiCh tocused on Puerto Rican history nfnder Spanish rule), ac-
tivities centered on “Western cultural expression”

'S, and na.
mphasized American.
€ to the Americap flag,
S, Ricardoy father gave
can history. and Ricardq
of 0ppositiong] behavior,

(ives eulog

pology and history
at the age of 2, the first
later he wag made djre.
and Art at the University of
ology from Harvard Unpjyer.
ico attained |ocy) autonomy
nment first made 4 concerted
to stipulate what coyjg right-

Alegria, at the request
renovation and restg-
a, Fort San Jeronimo,
San Juan was declared

such as flamenco and
Spanish dances by the Ballet of San Juan, readings of Hispano- American
literature and poetry, choral chamber music, and orchestral concerts and
art exhibitions (Davila 1997:62-63). All these initiatives reflect “the Ahis-
panophile and occidentalist tendencies of (Alegria and other] Puerto Rican
intellectuals™ (Davila 1997:62).
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

Jesse Fewkes (1907:24-25), in The Aborigines of Porto Rico ang -
ing Islands, provides one of the most complete historica and c:.zilghb“"»
records of the early history of the Taino and their rityg and ¢ htiay,

practices in the Caguana region:

Many of the inhabitants of a mountainous region called Indie
western end of the island, also have pronounced Indian feat
we may expect to find in that region many legends, curioys e

and words directly traceable to the aborigines. .. It s trobely Omg,
mountainous interior of Porto Rico from € thyy

ra, at thc
ures, ang

the entire - 4 the eastery, ey
western end, was the last refuge of the aboriginal Indian popula{ e
lon,

and the names of the various caciques that are applied i
of the mountain chain support this belief. . . . Several mmractﬁns
who have employed large numbers of laborers in building roqgs hors
noticed the predominance of Indian features in the mountaing nf::

Utuado and Comerio.

Fewkes (1907:82) goes on to speak extensively about the customs, trag;
tions, and ritual practices of the Taino, as well as the archaeoiogical . 1
dence located in the Caguana region, mostly in the form of over 20 batew-
(ball courts) (Figure 11.3). According to the author, the best known “’Z:s
Cayuco, Arenas, Salto Arriba, Vivi Abajo, Jayuya, Mameyes, Pasg de pa]m:
Alonso, and Alfonso, as well as several in the barrios of Utuado, A]] of thesé
were identified and excavated by the eminent Agustin Stahl, Pyery, Ricols
first scientist and ethnologist, during the course of his archaeological stud-
ies in 1903. Regarding these dance plazas and ball courts, Fewkes states:

The Porto Rican juegos de bolla [ball courts] were first describeq
by Doctor Stahl who speaks of several of these inclosures.

[’i"}hese sites are formed of laminated stones of different sizes, placed
vertically in position, and forming inclosures of rectangular form
measuring 15 meters, more or less, in size, the walls being slightly
elevated above the surface of the ground. . .. The General appear-
ance of these inclosures, with idols and pictographs carved on some
of their boundary stones, and the presence of neighboring mounds,
some of which were burial places, others of the prehistoric pueblos,
confirm my belief that they were plazas in which were celebrated the
ceremonial dances called areitos, and especially those mortuary rites

TR0 de Laguang Wentity ¢

ontlict
oalictin Pagero Rico M)
H

o ball game being played on one
f The Taino People Online.

13. Tein ot the bateyes at Caguana, Photograph

jgure -
Fige o of The Voice 0

courte

of ancestor worship which reached so high a development among the
rehistoric Porto Ricans. Here were performed dances commemora-
ive of the dead interred nearby, and here songs were sung in memory

of ancestors, as Oviedo and others have stated. (1907:82-84)

Itis interesting 10 speculate upon the mysterious “neighboring mounds”
that were excavated by Stahl. Fewkes (1907:82) also states that “Just outside
the boundary wall of every one of the enclosures studied by the author
(Stahl] there were found one or more low mounds which bear superficial
evidences of having been made by human hands”” Fewkes excavated one of
these mounds near Utuado in 1903 and references it in his account of Porto
Rican pictography:
In my studies of one of these enclosures at Utuado I found that the
main road from that town to Adjuntas had cut through the edge of
one of the mounds, revealing a few feet below the surface, a layer of
soil containing fragments of pottery, a few broken celts, and the long
bones of an adult. . . . This earth was very moist and ill adapted to
the preservation of bones or other fibrous material. Nevertheless, we
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f adults and infants, with mdor;\u“y objects s:)
found 10 :;l«:letO_n Sd'-a-ate that they had been place ; ered a,s °ﬁ°f‘§gs,
distributed as to indic rved of these skeleton:r. was Oun- "} o
One of the best Presjraw n to its chest and with ceramic objects lying

+ure with its legs AETE
postur;de (Fewkes 1903:457)
at one side.

“The discovery that thestlz mOun'ds aFe [lndian‘ .
aborates, f the neighboring enclosures,
Fewkes elabo the nature and use 0 s ceghborig ndomrs
sheds light m‘n from my cxcavzftlon.s ci e ooy i
clusions dr?‘:he dead were bunefi d]::ces‘ e ST
nu""ll)e;;r(;le areitos, or mo;u::z e undoume(“y i in
e istoric o : iy
majority of th.e l-};;:ve referred to (193;;?;2 - (pRSHPO
these cemeterics the application for ?0 o e s v .
Accord_l"g t;; the Caguana site came et i,
1992:7:2), l.il 19 nz Boas, who was dlreF AEA Gy o -
thropologist F_r‘1 on Puerto Rican p.rehls_ yROben e o
o “udw‘s ee, Uppar i d”em?-n‘ between July 2 and December
N Sa?n;d " thf{ b]t«eo\;er.ed with a valueless growth
e e "'SS‘Sd Aitken found the site c red i 2 s J
i Masjn::rc s ing‘?::ggth.e period of eXcavation, th,
o ey
ltzjm unmvzrei:l;::zeibed E Siteda5 ;(;?s;::'lgzgl:n; court with paralle|
i as § "y |
u“::]]i-gltll:;livs of stones aln)c:eczlp::djonc = I]?rruwfs::(:z:r::l ‘::::::::
fi::ie lines of slabs 3“‘3.-.1: (P}a-,r_a bounded by-a “:g:m ores on
iincs of stone, ont‘i(:nd transverse lines olfstt;)}.:I:;HPU e
e : pam“e‘ Py E’lm‘:luml s 1 of d}\Proximmd‘j seven
s o+ mmd"? GERR B ‘lh ‘pe not Onl)- in Puerto
-‘_’ sists of a total of 1 | .t R m:)p et
U::eq s e l?l'tfels“dit‘i‘” (PRSHPO 1992:7 ‘1)]'(;.}1111.;1[&'(1 area dating
;im‘ i \t:lb " \,lll?%;:cf)flii1 stone-bounded en
B Ccr:;n:t(:nprcmnquest pcriud. and
from the immedi

leleries
The con.
that I.a o

cere al dances, games and
pe p”mmmmes ; wun;”:l"unc of the slabs bore
rorsites € o l5 261). He also oliserecs ‘i-li traces of similar faces,
:nh?; rites” (Mason 194 _-\.L.]-al of the others showed V‘dedl“”“di e
a large carved face .mt.ilt;“, 17). After uncovering 25
now eroded” (Mason
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L 1941%13 }
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face OF ot Rouse of Yale University excavated tw
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king him the second American anth
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In

ropologist 1o excy.-
he site- T do Alegria (1983:78) reported thai these
dge of ! na. Ricar
- uﬂ .
. Ca
t

rixed with humus in severg) toncentrations which,
cated (,tsh"r(_is n along with several other artifacts which included
seve? € J house S‘le:onl‘ polisher, several stone celts, and three stone col-
gs? riddles, @ Swaﬂ the first to identify the ceramics from the site 46
Ce,am": g e (1992!.9)_ ct.i\’e style that was restricted in a temporal and geo-
lars ,ESenti“g a“iﬁ::i[;ing that the analysis “has be

“rep context

€N instrumental i the
" : ntact period sites th
‘ : rehistoric and early co P
grﬂphl .on of late P!
-ﬁca"

nd Eastern Hispaniola” As a resuly of th
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m 1-5 €Xcava-
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ification o1 1 hen director of the Archaeologica.l Re‘seard‘\ Cem‘cr

o 49 Alegr'a - erto Rico, undertook a reexamination of the (,:a-

\ lzjniversitY s .Pu whether it should be developed as an interpretive
o ite to detefm"f During this extensive 4-month excavation, Alegria
guan? s‘en tothe - sherds, 5 fragments of stone collars, 2 small zemis,
s op4) found 1,680 pots rinders, 27 flint flakes, 59 stone chips, 3 broken
(1983:8 ar SPOOI' G g nd 1 stone mortar. In addition, he _uncovercd
lswne'zlts' i phans bem:i’\:-ls{m or Rouse, 'mcluding a series of p‘mthu\u
stoné L.; not cx}wosed by ln;" representing a large structure. A [ragr}wr};
feamm::;oden post remna \\;.;s radiocarbon-dated t0 1200 + §(1 BP, w hs:

and \\lof the wood _[;’Oﬁt? 5 in use long before the arrival of the Span-n:\
ol O.ried that the site :‘::x the archeological evidence, .?\'legm (29‘33-_&:[
md!‘iia 1983:85). Base snial center had been “sparsely mhab‘.tm;;w&d
{A:lecgludc'i that the C?::::\.hcn people from surrounding villages gathere
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e wrt”l -d with ancestor worship and m.k‘}r flg \‘mc of batey \n
g oo ‘lmr‘i&\::illi.zcs only the importance ot the ballga
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By tracing this game through tl
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explorers and linking the courts in Puerto Rico, Jamaicy, Hispan,
Cuba to those found at the Olmec site San Lorenzo in MeXicoa:KOla' nd
concluded that the game was originally introduced intq Puert(; R-e‘ Tepor,
Mesoamerica (PRSHPO 8:2, 8:6). Alegria suggested that oo lLO‘ fro
courts and ceremonial centers required a high degree of technicall;q‘on of
ment, . ... and that this kind of work could be carried out only in, QVE'IQ !
society with a powerful chief to direct large numbers of i Stranﬁ.ed
specialists with the authority and knowledge to design and sup:,nfi with
construction of the court” (1983:155-56). Vise the

The PRSHPO report (1992:8:10) concludes that the C4
within the category of “Indigenous American Populations
historic/Historic Archeology, and topical aspects of Religion, | bl
Ceremonialism, and Major Contributions to the Development of gz’i:‘r‘:
Histories” As of the writing of this chapter, the ICP Manages and operate;
the Caguana site, which is a National Historic Landmark, as an 4 g
logical tourist park (UCTP et al. 2008:8).

8uana site gy
» Subtheme Pl'e-

A PROTEST AND THE POWER OF POWER

Beginning on Tuesday, July 26, the day after the initial occupation of the
Caguana Ceremonial Center (Figure 11.4), a number of significant events
occurred. The Taino asked for a meeting with representatives from the ICp.
as well as municipal government representatives, to present their demands,
The ICP declared that only if the demonstrators left the grounds would
they meet with them. Negotiations were unsuccessful, due to the absence
of significant stakeholders. Naniki and six others who refused to leave the

ceremonial center commenced a hunger strike. Teresa Tio, executive direc-
tor of the ICP, told the press:

We recognize their right to practice any ritual and ceremony they
wish. Of course that is assuming that these are subject to the laws
of our Puerto Rican society and the rules regarding use of an ICP
installation, which apply to everyone. . .. We will also not allow the
practice of cannibalism nor the sacrifice of enemies captured in bat-
tle.. .. [T]hese so-called Tainos carry an attitude of superiority over
other Puerto Ricans. . . . We cannot, nor should we recognize the

Jor what they are not, nor legitimize a claim that has no foundation.
(Kuilan-Torres 2005, emphasis added)
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Figure 114 Taino protestor Sonia Viro Acevedo at site awaiting executive order from the
governor. Photograph by Roger Atihuibancex Hernandez, courtesy of The Voice of The
Taino People Online.

When the court ordered the police to withdraw, the ICP countered by hir-
ing “club waving” private security guards (UCTP 2005b).

Initially, the Judicial Administration dismissed charges against the
Taino, finding no probable cause for trespassing, and stated they would
make no arrests. Judge Concepcion Figueroa, however, found that the ac-
cused were exercising dominion over the space and ordered a hearing.
Later, she charged five of the activists with contempt for failing to appear
before her on the August 3 hearing date, setting bail at $1,000 apiece. The
mayor of Utuado, Alan Gonzilez Cancel, publicly declared sympathy with
the protesters, but Gov. Anibal Acevedo Vila refused to meet with them.
The group inside the park would not leave the grounds until he did so.

On August 8 a United Nations representative called the governor’s of-
fice to inquire about Naniki’s health. The governor’s representative claimed
she had not been on a hunger strike and told the caller that they had sent
fain gear and shelters for the protestors; Carlos Morales entered the park
o August 9 and certified that Naniki Reyes Ocasio had indeed been on a
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trike for 14 days (UCTP 2005¢). On August 10, the
hunger §

ee
1 hunger strike, she and two other a}ctivists, Guatiby B::iz] ::Y
of Naniki’s hung rtinez Prieto, were arrested inside the Ceremopj, e d
Juana Griselle xahing automatic weapons and were Vacuated j, thae er
by gtz ke ;hree other protesters, Elba Anaca Lugy, Taing “Sadt‘
(UCTP zoosd)shashira Munoz, later surrendered themselyeg to ,
= M?lrgarrl:aarrested as well, but charges were droppe

ties and we

d . ut Ory.
st al gy, o
participants.

CoNcLUSiON

ion barring the protestors, membe,rs - the",orgamzé“o“s‘ theiy
The injunction ba and supporters from entering the (,agu.ana (:erem““"a
attorneys. agen:; ial visiting hours is still in place and strictly 0forcey by
ci i )
grounds af:r . agents. In an article dated August 13, 2005, Naniki
its i
the ICP an

Stated;
basically is reviewing an injunction that seeks 1, “Mporay.
asic
The court

s [Taino] from staying overnight gy, the
dyor Permﬁfl‘cnld};zi::?::;a[tioﬂ of our rehgiousfreidoms. The
grounds, which is rto Rican) Institute of Culture view dominjgpy
court and the [Pue so it is obvious that they have no conce
a form of possession s as they relate to those terms. - I the Ingtjny
digenous perspectl‘:oul d have barred anyone idﬂ“fﬁnf\g themselye,
had their way lh:zring the park permanently but this did ny happen
as Taino from en

'(!.:}1(‘:-“) 2005d)
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i. y 1 T :

he Executive Branch of th.e (}?Ygrnnlenl = ‘.he
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artifacts to an unp

rary Taino, the ICP sees only a grou?.ni pt:\plv:
‘ n, “inventip,
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me and whispering conspiratorially, she added “Eg cosa
very sacred thing]” During my subsequent visit to Cagua:l}f sagr
of 2012, 1 returned to the same spot, but the bookstore wa Ainthe g
was a brand-new structure, now contained within the Sates Z‘;‘;In it

Ceremonial Park—owned and operated by the ICP

ﬂda “t's X
u Mey

S pf!l(e
¢ Cagua_na

NOTES

1. The account of the accupation of Caguana and the surroundiy
from interviews by the author with Naniki Reyes Ocasio, elder ai:’:ms Was compi

Quinto Mundo, on August 19, 2012, in Orocovis, Puerto Rico, ang with Ounder Ca;d
director of the United Confederation of Taino People (UCTP), o a anberto Borre:ﬂy
york City, as well as from updates on the UCTP news blog, Voice of rhe];:::' I;-;UIZ. in Nm\:
) 0 People Onling

(hnp:fhnctp.blogspot.com).

2. La Mujer de Caguana translates literally as “The Woman of - '
loquial Puerto Rican Spanish, mujer also means mate, companion uf“a'na.,
int the bookstore was referring to the fact that the role of the Mujer Idc (:”iff.‘.
downplayed in the present day as the mistress of the god Yucahy, whm’flgual
believe her to be Atabey, the primary deity of the Taino and the mother L ,fa
the other deities. of Yy

butin <ol
Ihe Womgy
12 had beg,,
°t the Tajp,,
cahy and all
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